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Note on the Telescopic Appearance of the Planet Mars . By the 

Rev. T. W. Webb. 

(Extract of a Letter to Mr. De La Rue.) 

“ I have had two or three pretty good views of Mars 9 and was 
much interested by finding that at one 
time (about April 15) there were, besides 
the pole, three other brighter spaces close 
to the limb, giving something like the 
effect I have attempted to sketch. Curi¬ 
ously enough, when last in London, I 
found an old figure of Cassini's , in which a 
similar appearance is represented (as far as 
the bright spots are concerned), and one 
could almost think that such may have 
been the origin of the ancient observation (I forget at this 
moment by whom) of Mars , as a ‘ quadrilateral rock vomiting 
fire.’ This, however, would, perhaps, be ascribing too much per¬ 
fection to the earliest refractors. 

“ Tretire Rectory, May 8, 1856.” 



Elements of Harmonia. By M. C. F. Pape. 


Epoch 1856, May 1*45198 M. T. Berlin. 
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Captain Shee continues to observe the Solar Spots every day on 
which the sun is visible, and forwards his observations to the 
Society. These consist merely of eye estimations of the relative 
positions of the spots, and do not lay claim to any accuracy, but 
perhaps they may be useful to some extent in confirming or dis¬ 
proving conclusions derived from other sources. 
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Miscellaneous . 
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Professor C. Piazzi Smyth has been authorised by Government 
to proceed to the Island of Teneriffe for the purpose of making 
Physico-Astronomical Observations on the summit of the Peak. 
The Council of the Society have been invited to furnish sug¬ 
gestions calculated to promote the objects of this expedition. 


The Minor Planets. 

Lieut. Maury, U.S.N., in a letter to Dr. Peters, which appears 
in No. 1026 of the Astronomische Nachrichten, proposes to astro¬ 
nomers a division of labour with respect to the observations of the 
Minor Planets. In pursuance of this plan he pledges the Wash¬ 
ington Observatory for the requisite observations of eight of those 
bodies, selecting for this purpose Egeria, Irene, Phocea, Fides , 
Psyche, Melpomene, Circe , and Thetis. 

He adds that in the meantime observations will be made at the 
same observatory of as many as practicable of the other members 
of the family, during the first and second oppositions succeeding 
discovery. 

Dr. Peters responds to this proposal by announcing that hence¬ 
forward the following eight planets will be regularly observed at 
the Altona Observatory:— Hebe , Iris, Hygeia , Eunomia, Parthe- 
nope, Fortuna, Amphitrite, Ecetitia. 


A gentleman wishes to dispose of a 5 f-foot refractor by the 
younger Tulley. It has an aperture of 37 inches, and is equa- 
toreally mounted. It will elongate satisfactorily 36 Andromedce, 
and show 31 Canis Minoris (Bode), in contact or just separated. 
For further particulars apply at the Apartments of the Society. 


ERRATA. 

Page 152, line 18,/or objections read observations. 

— — 30,/or r? Andromedce , read Andromedce . 
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